Hoey came from a storekeeping family. Upon arriving

Hoey Ah GOUY Sa ns in Australia, he phonetically anglicised his name to
(Henry Anguey)

Henry Anguey, a common practice by both officials
and Chinese migrants at that time. He put his

skills to work supplying miners with their everyday
needs. Records are scarce from the early days of the
By Natalie Lonsdale gold rush. Makeshift towns would spring up out of
nowhere as gold was found, only to disperse just as

. quickly as the diggers moved on to try their luck at
F the next strike. Grocery stores were usually in tents
e and Hoey likely followed his customers from one rush
. to the next. There are no known records of Hoey's
! movements until 1870, when he married Elizabeth
Sharp, the fifteen-year-old daughter of English
/ migrants Joseph and Maria.” Elizabeth’s family were

prospecting in the settlement of Little Hard Hills,
south of Ballarat. Hoey was living nearby at Surface
Point, Mount Misery. Surface Point was a Chinese
settlement bordering the Mount Misery Creek.®

There is an interesting description of the camp in a
newspaper article in October 1864. Accusations of a
spurious gold manufactory at the camp “..affording
steady employment to a number of industrious
Chinese...” was being investigated by Inspector Stoney
and Detective Daly from Smythesdale.®

“After a long ride over a barren range of country, a
portion of which...bears a strong family likeness to
New Zealand, the riders at length reach the heights
overlooking the Chinese camp, a very cosy, compact
little township, containing about 400 residents, and
possessing a large number of stores, together with
a joss-house, a well furnished lottery-house, and
gambling saloon.”°

By 1874 there were around 700 Chinese living in the
area, mining and operating extensive market gardens
near a communal hut." They placed quartz rocks on
either side of their walking paths so that on moonlit
nights, the quartz shone, enabling them to see their
way in the dark.” It was where Hoey and Elizabeth
began their life together.

There must have been regular interactions between
the Chinese on Mount Misery and other mining
families in the area, because Anguey family folklore
tells that Elizabeth would declare “I'm going to marry
that man” every time Hoey walked by!™ Hoey was
thirty-four years old, but their marriage certificate
records him as twenty-four and Elizabeth as
eighteen* Elizabeth's parents would have perceived
Hoey a suitable match for their daughter. Marrying
her off to a successful shopkeeper, provided her with
protection, and them with one less mouth to feed.
Unlike their European counterparts, Chinese men
rarely imbibed, which would have made Hoey an even
more desirable catch.

A little over a year later when Elizabeth was sixteen,
she gave birth to the couple’s first child, a daughter
named Elizabeth Chawgood. Elizabeth'’s birth was
registered in a place called Spring Creek which was
within a day's walk from the Mount Misery Chinese
camp.” In 1875, Hoey's second child and first son was
born at Mount Misery. They named him Robert Win
Quey.® From 1876 to 1887 Elizabeth gave birth to
seven more children, three sons and four daughters at
the Chinese camp on Mount Misery.

In October 1888 Hoey and Elizabeth welcomed twin
boys, with the assistance of midwife Mrs A Linguiey.”




What a remarkable woman Elizabeth was, giving birth
time and again in a gold mining camp in the middle
of the Australian bush - a testament of the strong and
robust women that dotted the Victorian goldfields

at that time. A year later the eldest twin Henry came
dowr) with Bronchitis. HQ was rushed to Ballarat CACTHCROCED
hospital, but tragically died a week later, one day short ] "

of his first birthday.'® Two years . _r?""p- \“\.‘
later, in 1892, when Hoey was .

fifty-five years old and
Elizabeth thirty-six,

the couple had P
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Ethel May.
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was a place where many Victorians lived well into their
old age and was by all accounts a most pleasant place
for Hoey to spend his last days.” Hoey and Elizabeth

are buried together at the Kew cemetery. Natalie Lonsdale is a genealogist,

school archivist and librarian in country
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